






Best Practice 
Land and sea ManageMent
The spectacular natural environment of the Southern Gulf Region ranges from eucalyptus woodlands 
in inland areas through lowland coastal plains, pristine wild rivers and seasonal and permanent 
wetlands to the rich marine resources of the Gulf of Carpentaria. Extensive mangrove forests, vast 
salt pans, estuaries, beaches, rocky shores, large seagrass beds, reefs and other marine areas typify 
the landscape. The area is particularly significant for the extent and continuity of its wetlands and its 
importance as a rich breeding habitat for many waterbird and shorebird species, and encompasses 
rich hunting grounds and therefore many areas of high cultural significance to Traditional Owners.

In 2007 the CLCAC established a Land and Sea Ranger Program as an extension of its role as a 
native title service body. Current and prospective Aboriginal ownership of significant areas of land 
in the Gulf Region means that Traditional Owners have both the opportunity and responsibility to 
manage and protect their traditional lands. The Land and Sea Program undertakes management 
activities that enhance the protection and management of natural resources for the long-term 
benefit of Traditional Owners and communities. The program has been successful in the strategic 
management of weeds of national significance and the eradication of feral animals, including the 
culling of tens of thousands of feral pigs in the Normanton region in recent years. 

Fire management is a key feature of the work undertaken annually by the Rangers. The Rangers 
utilise early season burns to prevent destructive late dry season fires, ensuring the protection of 
much of the Gulf mainland country and islands.  Sea grass monitoring, ghost net disposal work and 
protection of sea turtle nesting sites enable the 
protection of critical marine resources. 
Erosion rehabilitation and monitoring 
is also carried out to ensure 
that fresh water is retained 
in the landscape and to 
prevent the destruction 
of wetlands and sea 
country.










